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New School for Social Research 
GPSY6107 and LPSY4556 

LANGUAGE AND THOUGHT 
Fall 2007 

 
SYLLABUS 

 
Professor:  Jonathan Bloom 
Office:  Psycholinguistics lab, 4th floor 
Office hours: Tuesdays 8-9 p.m., or by appointment 
Phone:  (973) 487-0433 
e-mail:  jonathanb@speechcycle.com
 
Class Meetings:  Tuesdays 6:00-7:50 p.m., Room TBD 
 
Teaching Assistant: Michelle Levine (LevinM01@newschool.edu) 
TA sessions: dates and times TBD.   

Note: Any Lang College or BA/MA students registered for the class are required 
to attend the TA sessions for additional discussion. 

 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
• Midterm Exam (30% of final grade) 
• Final Exam (40%)  The exam is CUMULATIVE, but emphasizes material after the 

midterm. 
• Online assignments (20%)   

• OPTION 1: Four postings to the Language & Thought discussion board on 
BlackBoard. Two original postings, and two replies.  Details to follow. 

• OPTION 2: Create a Wikipedia page on a relevant topic or author. Details to 
follow. 

• Attendance/participation (10%) 
 
READINGS: 
Two hardcopies of the reading packet will be on reserve at Fogelman Library.  Also, the 
readings will be downloadable from within the course pages in the New School portal. 
 
YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE MATERIAL IN THE ASSIGNED READINGS 
WHETHER OR NOT WE DISCUSS THEM IN CLASS. 
 

mailto:jonathanb@speechcycle.com
mailto:LevinM01@newschool.edu
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COURSE SCHEDULE: 
 
While we may take more or less time to cover various topics than this schedule 
suggests, you may rely on the exam dates and assignment due dates.  
 
Also note that we will discuss the readings on the week they are listed, but you do not 
need to have them read until the following week. So for example, we will discuss Miller 
on Week 1 (Sept. 4), but you should read it by the following week (Sept. 11). 
 
 
WEEK 1:  September 4th.  Class Introduction / The Origins of the Field: Cognitive 
Psychology 
 
Readings: 
 
Miller (1990) "The place of language in a scientific psychology" 
   
  
WEEK 2:  September 11th.  The Origins of the Field: Linguistics  
 
Readings: 
 
Akmajian et al. (1984) “Syntax” (from Linguistics: An introduction to language and 
communication) 
 
Also recommended: 
At least a few chapters of Lyons' (1970) book Noam Chomsky (on reserve at Fogelman 
library).  Gives interesting background and clear description of Chomsky's work. 
 
WEEK 3:  September 18th.  The Origins of Language. 
 
Readings: 
 
Von Frisch (1973) "Decoding the language of the bee" 
Harley (2001) “The foundations of language”, 47-63. 
Clark & Clark (1977) "The nature of language". 
 
Details of online assignments available on the course website. 
 
WEEK 4: September 25th. Comprehension Processes. 
 
Readings: 
 
Clark & Clark (1977), "Comprehension of sentences" 
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Garfield (1987), "Introduction:  Carving the mind at its joints" 
Swinney (1979), "Lexical access during sentence comprehension" 
 
WEEK 5: October 2rd. Comprehension Processes Continued. 
 
Readings: 
 
Miyake et al. (1994), "Working memory constraints on the resolution of lexical 

ambiguity" 
Marslen-Wilson & Tyler (1987), "Against modularity"  
Tanenhaus et al. (1995), "Integration of visual and linguistic information during spoken 

language comprehension" 
Clark & Clark (1977), "Utilization of sentences" 
 
-- If you have chosen to post to the discussion board, you should have at least 
one posting so far. 
-- If you are doing a Wikipedia page, the idea for the topic is due (in the form of an 
email to both the instructor and TS) 
 
WEEK 6:  October 9th.  Planning and Execution. 
 
Readings: 
 
Clark & Clark (1977) "Plans for what to say" 
Harley (1995) “Speech production and aphasia” 
 
 
WEEK 7:  October 16th.  Execution and Errors. 
 
If you have chosen to post to the discussion board, you should have at least two 
postings so far. 
 
Readings: 
 
Levelt (1989) “Self-monitoring and self-repair” 
Baars et al. (1992),  "Some caveats on testing the Freudian slip hypothesis" 
Clark & Fox Tree (2002), “Using uh and um in spontaneous speaking” 
 
 
WEEK 8:  October 23rd. Semantics. 
 
Readings: 
 
Larson (1990), "Semantics" 
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Rosch (1999/1978), "Principles of categorization" 
 
 
WEEK 9: October 30th. MIDTERM EXAM (covering all material through and 
including October 23rd) 
 
WEEK 10: November 6th. Mental Representation and Categorization. 
 
Readings: 
 
Medin (1989), "Concepts and conceptual structure"  
Harley (1995), “Semantics” 
 
Recommended (not required):   
Green et al. (1996), “Explanation and simulation in cognitive science” (Chapter 2 in 

Cognitive Science: An introduction) 
Klein & Murphy (2001), "The representation of polysemous words" 
Kim & Ahn (2002), “Clinical psychologists’ theory-based representations of mental 
disorders predict their diagnostic reasoning and memory” 
 
 
WEEK 11: November 13th. Metaphor. 
 
--If you have chosen to post to the discussion board, you should have at least 
three postings so far. 
-- If you are doing a Wikipedia page, a rough draft is due, emailed to the instructor 
and TA  
 
Readings: 
 
Lakoff & Johnson (1980). “Metaphorical systematicity: Highlighting and hiding” 
Cacciari & Glucksberg (1994). “Understanding figurative language” 
 
 
 
NOVEMBER 20TH: NO CLASS (Classes follow Thursday schedule) 
 
 
 
WEEK 12:  November 27th.  Meaning In Discourse.  
 
--If you have chosen to post to the discussion board, you should have all four 
postings completed. 
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Readings: 
 
Clark & Wilkes-Gibbs (1986), "Referring as a collaborative process"  
Schober & Clark (1989), "Understanding by addressees and overhearers" 
Metzing & Brennan (2003), “When conceptual pacts are broken: Partner-specific effects 

on the comprehension of referring expressions” 
 
 
WEEK 13:  December 4th. Non-Linguistic(?) Thought. 
 
Vendler (1977), "Wordless thoughts" 
Kosslyn & Pomerantz (1977), "Imagery, propositions, and the form of internal 

representations" 
Pylyshyn (2003), “Return of the mental image: Are there really pictures in the brain?” 
 
-- If you are doing a Wikipedia page, it should be posted on Wikipedia and 
emailed to the instructor and TA. 
 
 
WEEK 14:  December 11th.  Whorf and Linguistic Relativity. 
 
Readings: 
 
Whorf (1956), "Languages and logic" 
Haugen (1977), "Linguistic relativity:  Myths and methods" 
Pullum (1991), "The great Eskimo vocabulary hoax" 
 
 
FINAL EXAM – December 18th,  6 p.m. 
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